
教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Unit 1 Another School Year – What For?

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（ ）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 8 课时

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

On the completion of this lesson, students will be able to
1. have a good command of the new words and expressions.
2. know something about the author and the structure of the text.

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key point
Usage of new words and expressions.
Key words: accomplishment, assume, certify, civilized, expose, generate, 
literal, qualify, rear and suffice.

思考题

或

作  业

1. Memorize new words and expressions
2. Preview the text.



教学内容与组织安排

Time allotment

Topic discussion   10min
Usage of new words and expressions  80min

.Ⅰ Topic discussion (10min)

1. How’s your winter vacation? 
2. What do you expect from a new semester?
3. What are the purposes of higher education?
To give Ss sufficient training for a career.
To expose Ss to the essence of human civilization
To cultivate the qualities of being a human
To gather useful information and knowledge
To encourage intellectual curiosity and cultural appreciation

Ⅱ. Usage of new words and expressions (80 min)

Teaching method:
·Invite some students to read the new words to check their preview work.
·Lead students to read the new words aloud.
·Explain some important words in the glossary for students.  

Teaching procedure:
 accomplishment  n.

• the act of finishing sth. completely and successfully; achievement 成就，成绩

• a skill or special ability 才艺，专长

 accomplish  v.
   to succeed in doing or completing sth. 完成，达到

   e.g. accomplish one’s mission 完成使命

        accomplish one’s object 达到目的

 accomplished  adj.
   very good at a particular thing; having a lot of skills 才华高的，技艺高超的

 assume  v.

• to take as a fact; to suppose 假定，假设，认为

   e.g. They had assumed that prices would rise these days, but in fact they were wrong.

• take responsibility 

   assume responsibility



        to take or begin to have power or responsibility 承担（责任），取得（权利）

  assumption  n.
 certify  v.

•  to state that sth. is true or correct, esp. after some kind of test 证明，证实

e.g. The paper certified that he was insane.

• to give sb. an official document proving that they are qualified to work in a particular 

profession. 颁发（授予）专业合格证书

     注册会计师

    certified accountant
  certification n. 证明；课程结业证书

 civilized  adj.
   educated and refined; having an advanced culture.文明的，开化的

 civil          civilize          civilization
    civil  adj. 

•   connected with the people who live in a country 国民的，平民的

  e.g. civil war

•   involving personal legal matters and not crimival law 民事的

  e.g. civil court / civil law 

•   polite in a fomal way but possibly not friendly 客气的，彬彬有礼的

   civilize   v.
 to educate and improve a person or a society 使文明，教化

  civilization  n.
A state of human society that is very developed and organized 文明

 expose  v.

• to enable sb. to see or experience new things or learn about new beliefs, ideas, etc.使

接触，使体验

  e.g. 这对父母让他们的孩子们在家接受古典音乐的熏陶。

        The parents exposed their children to classical
         music at home.

• to put sb/sth. in a place or situation where they are not protected from sth harmful or 

unpleasant.使暴露，使遭受

    e.g. Do not expose babies to strong sunlight.
 generate  v.

   to produce. 产生，引起

e.g. 当煤燃烧时，就会产生热量。

   When coal burns, it generates heat.
    发电



   to generate electricity 
  generative adj. 

   that can produce sth 有生产力的，有生殖力的

e.g. generative process 生产过程

  generation n.
   all the people who were born at about the same time 一代人，一辈人

 liter- : letter, word
 literal: adj.  in the basic meaning of a word 字面意义的

 literacy: n. the ability to read and write 读写能力

 literature: n. 文学

 nevertheless   adv.
    in spite of that; yet; however
   e.g. 尽管她很累了，但她依然坚持工作。

         She was very tired, nevertheless she kept on working.
 qualify  v.

  to reach the standard of ability or knowledge needed to do a particular job. 取得资格（学

历）；合格

 qualified   adj.
   having suitable knowledge or experience for a particular job. 符合资格的，合格的

   e.g. She’s extremely well qualified for the job.
 qualification  n. 资格，资历

 rear 
   v.  to care for a person or an animal until they are fully grown. 养育，饲养

   e.g. 她一个人撑起了一个五口之家。

   She reared a family of five on her own.
    n. the back part of sth. 后部

    adj. at or near the back of sth. 后面的

          e.g. rear door
 suffice  v.

   to be enough 足够，足以

   e.g. Fifty dollars will suffice for my needs.
  sufficient  adj.

   enough for a particular purpose 足够的，充足的

  sufficiency  n.  充足
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On the completion of this lesson, students will be able 
1. to know something about the author and some great writers
2. to be familiar with the language points and to know how to use the key 
words and expressions of this text.

授

课

要

点

教

学

重
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和

难
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Key points:
1. Information about Shakespeare
2. text structure

Difficult points:
1. concession clause
2. tone of the text

思考题

或

作  业

1. Review what we learnt.
2. Finish exercises of vocabulary.



教学内容与组织安排

Time allotment

About the author  5 min
The background information  15 min
Text structure and pre-class questions  10 min
Detailed study of the first 4 paragraphs  60 min

Ⅰ.  About the author (5min)

About the author - John Ciardi(1916-1986) 
American poet and essayist.

 Best known for his translation of Dante’s Inferno.
 The text is adapted from a speech he made at Rutgers University as an Associate Professor 
of English at the opening ceremony of the 1954 school year.

Ⅱ. The background information (15min)

1. Try to match the works with their authors
Hamlet                       a.  Dante
The Divine Comedy           b. Einstein
Canterbury Tales               c.  Bach
Iliad                        d.  La Rochefoucauld
Relativity                     e. Shakespeare
Maxims                      f.  Homer
Church Cantatas              g.  Chaucer
2.About Shakespeare 

1) Ask Ss information about Shakespeare
2) Introduce Shakespeare to Ss
3) Appreciate Shakespeare’s sonnet 18
4) Introduce Four Comedies and Four Tragedies

1) Question: Do you know anything about Shakespeare?
2) About Shakespeare:

English poet and playwright
Be widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world’s

pre-eminent dramatist.
Be called England’s national poet and the “Bard of Avon” 
His surviving works: 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems, and several other 

poems.
3) Sonnet 18

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:



Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature's changing course untrimmed;
But thy eternal summer shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;
Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this and this gives life to thee. 
  4) Four Comedies and Four Tragedies
    Four Comedies:

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
The Merchant of Venice
As You Like it
Twelfth Night, or, What You Will
Four Tragedies:
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark
Othello, the Moore of Venice
King Lear
The Tragedy of Macbeth

Ⅲ.  Text structure and pre-class questions (10min)

1.Text structure:
Part Ⅰ(paras. 1-8): the writer describes his encounter with a student of his. 
    He tried but failed to convince the student that a pharmacy major needs to read great 

writers.

Part Ⅱ(paras. 9-14): he restates, fourteen years later, what he still believes to be the 
purpose of a university: 

    putting its students in touch with the best civilizations the human race has created.
3. Pre-class questions:
1) What did the writer do after he was fresh from graduate school?
2) Why did the student come to see him in the office?
3) How did the writer reason with the student ?
       a. Did he start with the reasons why universities should provide Ss with both 
training and education? Why?
       b. Do you think the student was convinced?



Ⅳ. Detailed study of the first 4 paragraphs  (60 min)

I was fresh out of graduate school…
 be fresh out of/from sth:  to have just come from a particular place; to have just had 

a particular experience, e.g.
      Students fresh from Business school should have a three-month probation in the 
company

Part of the student body was a beanpole with hair on top…as if to say “All right, teach 
me something. ”

•  part of the student body:

       one of the students
 body: a group of people who work or act together, often for an official purpose, or who 

are connected in some other way, 集体,团体,群体

    e.g. a law-making body
as if to say

Q: What’s the impression the student left on the writer?
   beanpole with hair on top
   his manners

 New as I was to the faculty, I could have told this
      specimen a number of things.

• New as I was to the faculty:  Concessive clause, inverted sentence, meaning 

“though…”
 More examples:
Ridiculous as it seems, the tale is true.

could have done: 虚拟语气,表示对过去事情的假设,本能够做某事而没有做.
   e.g. 本来他可以通过考试，但他太粗心了.
  He could have passed the exam, but he was so careless.

• Paraphrase the sentence:

Though I was a new teacher, I knew I could tell him what a university was for, but I didn’t.

 It would certify that he had specialized in pharmacy...

•  certify that…: to state officially, especially in writing that…, e.g.

   This is to certify that Ms. Li Lin worked at the IBM Beijing Office from January 2005 to 
June 2010.

   specialize in: to limit all or most of one’s study, business, etc. to a particular activity 
or subject, e.g.

    My sister specializes in contract law.
At age 30, he started a company specializing in home computers.



 …，but it would further certify that he had been exposed to some of the ideas mankind 
has generated within its history.

• be exposed to (usually, a new idea or feeling): to be given experience of it, or 

introduced to it, e.g.
   To learn more about the world we live in, we should be exposed to different cultures.
   Studying abroad, he was exposed to a new way of life.

…and in universities students enroll for both training and education.

• enroll: to arrange for yourself or somebody else to officially join a course, school, 

etc., e.g.
    这所学校将于八月招收新生.
   The school will enroll new students in August. 
    He is enrolled in a two-month course for TOEFL.

Q: What’s the difference between training and education according to the writer?
    Training is preparation for a job, or a career, such as the training in a certain skill. 
   Education, on the other hand, is learning to develop one’s mental and moral powers.

 I could have told him all this, but it was fairly obvious he wasn’t going to be around
long enough for it to matter.

• matter (to sb): to be important or have an important effect on sb./sth., e.g.重要,要紧

    It hardly matters what you learn, as long as it deeply interests you and helps to broaden 
your horizon.
    你同不同意已经不重要了.我已经决定了.
   It doesn’t matter whether or not you agree. My mind is made up.

…your days are going to average out to about twenty-four hours.
    average out to: (infml) to come to an average or ordinary level or standard, esp. after 
being higher or lower, e.g.
    这对夫妇的收入平均是 5000 元每月.

The couple’s joint income averages out to 5,000 yuan a month.
 For eight of these hours, more or less, you will be asleep.

  more or less:

• approximately, e.g.

  She works 12 hours a day, more or less.

• basically, essentially, almost, e.g.

We have more or less reached an agreement. 
我基本上写完作文了.

I’ve more or less finished my composition.
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On the completion of this lesson, students will be able 
1. to be familiar with the language points and to know how to use the key 

words and expressions of this text.

授

课

要
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教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key points:
1. Usages of the useful expressions

Difficult points:
tone of the text

思考题

或

作 业

1. Review what we learnt.
2. Finish exercises of grammar.



教学内容与组织安排

Time allotment

Detailed study of Para.5-10  45min
Explain exercise  45min

Ⅰ. Detailed study of Para. 5-10. (45min)

 …be usefully employed.
    be employed in doing sth.: (written) to spend your time doing sth., e.g.
    The old man’s days were employed  in reading, writing, and doing Chinese boxing.
    这个老太太在忙着给她的孙子们织毛衣.

The old lady was busily employed in knitting sweaters for her grandchildren.

 You will see to it that the cyanide stays out of the aspirin,…
    see it to that: to make sure that, e.g.
    I’ll see to it that everything is ready before the guests arrive.
    你能保证今天把所有请贴都送完吗?

Can you see it to that all the invitations are delivered today?

 But having finished the day’s work, what do you do with those other eight hours?
    do with: (in questions with “what”) to take action with regard to, e.g.
    What shall we do with the children when we’re away?
    他们不知道该怎么处理这里的垃圾.

They do not know what to do with all the garbage here.

 Will the children ever be exposed to a reasonably penetrating idea at home?

•  be exposed to: to be given experience of it, or introduced to it, e.g.

•  reasonably: to a degree that is fairly good but not very good, e.g. 

    She wants to find a place reasonably close
(=not far from) to her university.

• penetrating idea: one that requires the ability of understanding clearly and deeply.

• Me, I’m out to make money.

     be out to do sth./ for sth.: to be trying to get or do sth., e.g.
    Look out for such end-of-the-year sales. These shops are out to trick you into buying 
what you don’t need.
    该公司试图要进入欧洲市场.

The company is out to break into the European market.

 …because you’re going to be badly stuck for something to do…



  be stuck for sth.: not to know what to do in a particular situation, e.g.
In the middle of the speech, he was stuck for words. (=he did not know how to go on)

 …for that lesson of man’s development we call history – then you have no business 
being in college.

• that lesson of man’s development we call history

• lesson: an experience which acts as a warning to you or an example from which you 

should learn.

• man: (singular) the human race, e.g.

    Man lives in almost all parts of the world.
    This is the greatest of discoveries known to man.

• have no business doing sth./have no business to do sth.: to have no right to do sth., 

shouldn’t have been/be doing sth., e.g.
He has no business criticizing her about her make-up.
你无权告诉我该做什么.
 You’ve no business telling me what to do.

 You are on the way to being that new species of mechanized savage, the push-button 
Neanderthal.

• on the/one’s way to: on the point of experiencing or achieving, e.g.

    那个有前途的小伙子就要成为公司的销售经理了.
    That bright young man is on his way to being the sales manager of the company.
    Nancy is on her way to a nervous breakdown.

• new species of mechanized savage

• the push-button Neanderthal

• No one gets to be a human being unaided.

    get to be/to do sth: to reach the point at which you are, feel, know, etc. sth., e.g.
    Once you get to know her better, you’ll realize she is a compassionate person.

Ⅱ. Explain exercise  (45min)



教  案

周    次 第 周，第  次课 授课时间 年 月  日

授课章节 Unit 1 Another School Year – What For

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（ ）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 8 课时

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

On the completion of this lesson, students will be able 
2. to be familiar with the language points and to know how to use the key 

words and expressions of this text.
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Key points:
1. Usages of the useful expressions
2. Tone of the text.

Difficult points:
1. Understanding of long sentences.
2. The development of the text

思考题

或

作  业

1. Review what we learnt.
2. Preview lesson two



教学内容与组织安排

Time allotment

Dictation  15min
Detailed study of Para.11-14  45min
Text appreciation and extension 30 min

Ⅰ. Dictation 15min

Ⅱ. Detailed study of Para. 11-14 (translation of long sentences). (45min)

 And as this is true of the techniques of mankind…
     be true of (a person or a situation): 
     to apply to, e.g.
     The young tend to look ahead while the old like to look back upon the past. This is true 
in all nations.
 A civilized mind is, in essence, one that contains many such lives and many such 

worlds.
    in essence: basically, by nature, e.g.
    他基本上是个外向的人.
    He is in essence an outgoing person.
 …a university has no real existence and no real purpose except as it succeeds in 

putting you in touch…
    “except” is often used along with that/when/where/what/as as a conjunction.
    More examples:
   The house stays empty except when its owner comes in summer.
   We know nothing about the project except what is reported in the papers.

Ⅲ. Text appreciation and extension (30min)

1. Question: How does the writer present his argument?

Introduction:
He introduces the topic with his encounter with a student and with two questions: Why 
should we go to university? Why should we learn literature, arts, philosophy, politics, etc.?

Then he proceeds to give evidence to support his view:
Evidence A: distinction between technical training and university
Evidence B:  How to spend the 8 hours of leisure time will decide whether you are capable 
of penetrating insight, whether you can be democratic, tasteful and above all, whether you 
can raise a civilized family. 

Answer/topic sentence: … the business of the college is to put you in touch with what the 
best human minds have thought. 



Evidence C: Nobody gets to be a human being unaided, and books can aid us in becoming a 
civilized human, both in terms of techniques of mankind, and in terms of spiritual resources.
Conclusion

Reiteration and summary: the function of university and its faculty.

2. Theme of the text
The author tries to clarify the purpose of a university: to put the students in touch with the 
best civilization that human race has created.

3. Language Style & Tone

• Style: Colloquial, familiar style 

• Tone: Humorous and mildly sarcastic

4. Group Discussion
How do you view the fact that some people can also succeed without much higher 
education? Do you think there is a big difference between an educated success and an 
uneducated success? 


